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Abstract: Possessive markers in Arabic Dialects are characterized by variation and
grammaticalization. For that reason, this paper deals with linguistic varieties and
grammaticalized clines in the possessive field. After possessive forms were syntactically
classified , some mappings could be sketched as follows: 1-Alienable possessives are
correlated with belonging constructions. 2- Inalienable possessives are marked by
adjectival constructions headed with a kinship word. 3- Temporary possession is
marked by nominal sentence with locative predicate. 4-Abstract genitival constructions
are universal markers of the genitive case. These mappings constitute an important
background for linguistic and pragmatic motivations suggested for explaining diversity
of possessive markers in Arabic dialects.

Key words: Arabic dialects- Possession- Grammaticalization- Cline- Diversity- [conicity-
Alienable/ inalienable possession.
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