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"The Arabic Theory of Morphology:
A Study of Concept and Method"

Abstract

Arabic morphological theory represents an important phase in the
general morpholofical theory, especially in its invented methods to
describe the different morphological changes in Arabic language.

The aim of this paper is to set out and discuss the most important
concepts in Arabic morphological theory, and to deduct the morpholo-
gical methods in this Arabic morphological thecory: the Metre, the
Markers and the Paradigms.

First, ti describes the Arab Linguists’ concept of the morphological
phenomenon and its different aspects and the morphological unit in
Arabic language. It shows what the Arab linguists have included and
what they have excluded from the morphological study. It, also, shows
that they have studied the morphological phenomenon in Arabic
language by delimiting the description, classification and relations of
the morphological structures. It discuses, as well, the reason of choosing
words as the minimal morphological itmes in Arabic Morphology instead
of morphemes. Second, it sheds to light the three methods in Arabic
morphological theory: the Metre, the Markers and the Paradigms. It
assigns the functions to each one. It shows how they meet the Arabic
merphological needs, and how they are complementary methods for the
morphological description in Arabic language. It compares them with
some descriptive methods in the modern morphological theory that
called IP, IA and WP. It explains how morphological Metre covers all
the morphological changes in Arabic words, why the Arab Linguists have
excluded some phenomena from the morphological Metre and why they
have invented three types of Metres. It shwos where the Markers and
Paradigms are used and how they cover some special cases in Arabic
language.
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