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The negation particle ‘Ma :\’
The opinions of grammarians

and the significance of use.

\_ A research in structure and semantics. )

Dr. Emad Emam Mohamed Serhan
Deputy of Advertisement Department
For Linguist and Editing Review
Akhbar Al Youm Media Foundation
Email: emad_emam_1966@hotmail.com
Abstract:

The vocabulary of the Arabic language is distinguished from other languages - despite their
popularity - by linguistic flexibility, ease of use, strength of performance, and good expression. The
word in Arabic may deviate from its specific connotation to include other broad connotations,
depending on the context and linguistic usage.

Among the linguistic particles that are characterized by flexibility of use in the Arabic language is the

particle ‘Ma’. It is used in the language according to the context and the connotation giving a single
sentence multiple possible meanings, depending on its usage and context.

There are various particles known in Arabic language for their flexibility. One of these particles is
‘Ma:W’ which is used according to context and the particle connotation. Different usage include: the
negation particle ‘Ma:\W’; ‘Ma:%’ which works as ¢ Lisa’: o«<’; ‘Ma:\’ as relative particle; ‘Ma:\’ as
verbal noun; ‘Ma:’ as an agent of ‘Kan:0’, ‘Ma:\’ as interrogative particle; ‘Ma:\’ as subjunctive
particle; ‘Ma:%’ as conditional particle; ‘Ma:’ as interrogative particle; ‘Ma:’ as exclamatory
particle; ‘Ma:’ as an adjective to indefinite noun meaning obscurity; and ‘Ma:w’ as sufficient by
itself.

By extrapolating the texts of the language, it is noted that the sufficient ‘Ma’ enters into some
vocabulary of the language and producing the following effects by:

1- Negating the declination: as it negates the work of some factors to govern the nominative,
accusative and the genitive.

2- Causing structural changes: stop adding, and qualifying some words to be entered in what wasn’t
permissible before.

3- Making semantic changes: it increases the significance of what it has been inserted into, or changes
its significance.

4- Making grammatical changes: the word is transferred from its original form - according to what it
was placed for - to another form, such as converting some letters from the literal group to the noun
group or vice versa.

5- Causing contextual changes: informing of the generality, or ambiguity.

Although this research is an attempt to gather the scattered information about a tool of the Arabic
language, to monitor some of the variables caused by that tool when inserted in some of the different
aspects of vocabulary, its impact on the richness of the language, strength of performance, good
expression, and an explanation of some features of the inimitability language of the Holy Qur’an; it is
also a new attempt to look at the Arab heritage within the framework of intellectual renewal. It

highlights the role of researchers between originality and contemporary or modernity.

Key words: (The negation particle ‘Ma :<’) — (The negation particle ‘Ma :\= in the significance of use)
— (The negation particle ‘Ma:% in The opinions of grammarians)
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