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"En outre il y a bien des choses que nous rendons plus obscures en voulant les
définir, parce que, comme elles sont trés simples et trés claires, nous ne pouvons
mieux les connaitre ni les percevoir que par elles-mémes. Bien plus, il faut
mettre au nombre des principales erreurs qui Se puissent commettre dans les
sciences, l'erreur de ceux qui veulent définir ce qui doit seulement étre congu, et
qui ne peuvent pas distinguer les choses claires des choses obscures, ni discerner
ce qui, pour étre connu, exige et mérite d'étre défini de ce qui peut trés bien étre
connu par soi-méme" (R. Descartes, 1953, p. 899).
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. La logique et son histoire 106 =119 :J| wUasMUl sia jogmse dogall Sy -

Blanché

Ll sl 0¥ BISE (e Bl mguases lasl - 7

Bertrand Russell , La Philosophie de I’atomisme logique (1918) trad. De

J.M.Roy ;in Ecrits de Logique philosophique, P.U.F, 2°™ ¢d.1989 pp. 368-369).

5. Mais il nous fout retenir I’intérét que portaient les stoiciens a I’analyse du

langage, et leur souci de maintenir les structures logiques en accord aussi

complet que possible avec les structures grammaticales (Robert Blanché, La
logique et son histoire ,107)
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State verbs are verbs which express a static situation, or a physical or mental

state in which nothing is perceived as moving. Process verbs are verbs that

express motion or change but without the involvement of an Agent. Action verbs

are also verbs indicating motion or change but include the involvement of an
Agent as investigator of the activity (AL-QAHTANI, 2004;37).

Al SMBY s ogumses sagall Sk -

Dr. DULEIM MASOUD AL-QAHTANI, 2004, Chapter Three, VERB

TYPOLOGY, pp 26-42.
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1 _ Anderson, John M ,(1971) The Grammar of case, Towards a localistic

Theory. England, Cambridge University Press.
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Abstract

This book seeks to study a number of syntactical and
semantic matters from the perspective of some varied linguistic
theories, which, despite its variations, have engaged in an indirect
interaction with Arabic grammar and, therefore, have become an
essential element in reading and explicating some of its
problematic issues.

The main concern of the first chapter of this book is to re-
examine the ‘Noun’ by shedding more light on its features about
which both grammarians and linguists have diverged in their
identification and categorization. Such a variation is related to the
definition of the concept and the way they deal with issues
associated to it. In my study of the concept of ‘Noun’ and all its
features, | have come to the conclusion that both declension and
invariables adopted by grammarians, among other features, to
distinguish between ‘Nouns’, ‘Verbs’, and ‘Prepositions’ can be
useful in establishing a taxonomy for the ‘Noun’ that takes into
consideration the inter-relations between word classes as well as
emphasizing the ancient Arab grammarians’ efforts to create an
appropriate and valid terminology in defining ‘Nouns’ that can
reflect their linguistic conceptualization of language units.

The problems of case and concord features are investigated in
the second section of the first chapter. Here, | attempt to distinguish
between the semantics of function words and expletive nouns, and
other closely related syntactic — semantic issues that reflect the
functionality of the syntactic theory and its descriptive and
explanatory adequacy in studying the Arabic language. While this
discussion is conducted within the framework of Chomsky’s
minimalist approach, the purpose of this research is not to compare
between the transformationalists’ views and those of Arab
grammarians vis-a- vis expletive nouns but rather to verify the
significance of the syntactic model put forward by Arab
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grammarians in its syntactic- semantic description as well as its
pragmatic function.

After scrutinizing the semantic and syntactic features of the
‘Noun’, the second chapter of this book aims at defining the
relationship between Syntax and Logic on the basis of discussing
the connection between the terms "Word" and "Verb". By
exploring the special features of each term | try to establish the
similarities and differences between the two. Doing so, it would be
possible for us to understand why Arab logicians translated the
"Verb" into "Word". As a result of this investigation, we become
able to justify the hypothesis of relatedness between syntax and
logic in such a way that reflects the interrelatedness between all
branches of knowledge.

In the light of probing the forms of the ‘Verb’ in Arabic, the
second section of Chapter Two grapples with some modern
linguistic approaches, particularly, Peter John Glanville’s
remarkable study of ground verb patterns in Arabic. In his lexical
and semantic research of the ground forms of verbs, he has
managed to draw a distinction between essential theme vowels in
perfective and imperfective forms, what he and other linguists call
‘prototypes’, and other marginal theme vowels in the category.

As an instance of studying the ‘Verb’ patterns in Arabic
language, the third and final section of Chapter Two advances a
study case of the form of /?afcala/ in the Arabic grammar. It also
presents the features, values and categorizations which specify this
form and its relationship with other verbal forms. The description
and classification of this form mainly draw on some modern
linguistic theories that highlight the importance of categories and
the clear role they play in the classifications of the verbal forms.

Despite the ostensible diversity and inconsistency between
the different questions and issues so far aroused in this book, the
theoretical and conceptualization background of this research has
actually provided a solid framework to establish a consistent and
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coherent link between them. The fastidious exploration and
description of the aforementioned lexical and syntactical matters in
Arabic language, is motivated by my aspiration to contribute to the
construction of a “grammar” with a cognitive adequacy capable of
describing Arabic language. In my opinion, this could not be
achieved without venturing beyond the limited conceptualization of
Arabic grammar as a set of phonological, morphological,
syntactical, and lexical rules, by exploring immeasurable
possibilities of intersecting and interfacing with other grammars.
This can be very resourceful to deepen and sharpen our linguistic
understanding and description of the Arabic language.

Key words: noun — invariable words — declinable - verb -
Preposition- Feature - descriptive adequacy- explanatory
adequacy- concord- principles — parameters — continuum — parts of
discourse - proposition - sentence — categorizations- grammatical
category- morphological forms.
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