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The problem of translating the meanings of the Holy Quran between the
breadth of the text and the limited interpretation

The verb (harm) is an example
Prof. Dr. Muhammad Mahmoud Abu Ali

Professor of Criticism and Rhetoric, Damanhour Arts

The idea of the research stems from the repetition of the verb (to harm) - by
weakening the ra - in the Holy Quran twice, and they are mentioned in Surat (Al-
Baqgara); The first is in verse about breastfeeding No. (233)

And the second is in the verse of indecision No. (282).

Linguists and commentators are unanimous in the permissibility of two
forms of inflection in the word that occurs after the verb (to harm); This is due to
the doubled R when decoding it. Where the scholars mentioned that this
aggravated ra bears two aspects: one of them: is that its origin is (harmed) - by
breaking the first ra - by constructing the known; So what comes after it is a doer,
I.e. he is the one who caused the harm, and accordingly the meaning in the first
verse: that the mother is the one who harms, by refusing to breastfeed her son so
that it would be difficult for his father, and the meaning in the second verse: that
the writer and the witness are the perpetrators of the harm, by leaving the answer
to What is required of them in writing and testimony.

The second of them: that its origin is (harmed) - by opening the first r - by building
for what did not name its doer; So what comes after it is representative of the
doer, i.e. he is the one who is harmed, and accordingly, the meaning in the first
verse: that the mother is the one who is the one who is harmed, that the child is
taken away from her to another woman after she has agreed to breastfeed him,
and with her desire for him and her love for him and the meaning in the second
verse: that the writer and the witness They are the ones who will be harmed, so
that the clerk is not given his right of payment, and the martyr does not take the
supplies of his arrival from his place.

Here lies the eloquence of the Noble Qur’an and the precision of its words. If it
were not for weakening the ra, or say: (strengthening it), one word would not
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have indicated these two meanings. If the R was not weak; Either it is animate by
breaking, or it is animate by opening; It benefits from one meaning of what was
mentioned, but the rhetorical joke here lies in the weakness, and some scholars
of language, rhetoric, and interpretation were able to stand on this miracle, which
a large team of translators was unable to do; Where they stood on only one
meaning when translating the literal meaning of the verb, and did not realize the
linguistic and rhetorical secrets behind the word.

| chose to translate the English text literally into Arabic, and put it in square
brackets; To clarify the meaning intended by the translator through his
understanding of the meaning of the Quranic text, and | will rely on several
translations that are well-known among the people.

All the translations that | consulted, and their number reached ten, agreed on
translating the verb (harm) to mean that harm occurred to the mother, father,
writer, and witness, except for the translation of Walid Bleish Al-Omari, in which
he indicated the meaning of harm occurring from the writer and witness - in the
second verse {nor A writer or a witness will be harmed} - by saying in brackets:
[or be caused by] [or be caused by]; Which indicates his understanding of the
meaning that God Almighty forbids the occurrence of harm to the writer and the
witness, as well as the occurrence of harm from them; Which means that the verb
(to harm) has two faces: (to harm, to get harmed). He did not use it in translating
the verse: {And a mother shall not be harmed by her child} even though the verb
is the same in its grammatical structure.

This paper will try to present the idea in a preface and four sections as follows:

Introduction: The importance of translating the meanings of the Holy Qur’an in
a systematic way into other languages.

The first topic: the position of the grammarians on the two verses, and the
grammatical aspects of what came after them.

The second topic: the position of commentators and rhetoricians.
The third topic: the position of the translators.

The fourth topic: a proposed methodology for translating the meanings of the
Noble Qur’an.
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Conclusion and research results.
List of sources and references

This paper will rely on the mechanisms of the comparative stylistic approach in
analyzing the two verses, and all the necessary approaches to achieve the goal of
the research and the researcher's vision.
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— Neither mother nor father should be made to suffer on account of their
child 1.
(Leglids e YV Y5 V) a3 ) o V)

— Neither a scribe nor a witness should suffer harm, for if you do cause

them harm, it is indeed a sin on your part 2.

Al b gh ¢ b s 1) A ¢ ) e il o Calkl) ey o A Y)
o (elils e dulad

Gy Y1 Blilak a9 ¢ Al Cpilenl) i el e i Slo dan il o oyl
Gla ey Cun ¢ el oSS ol gy (90 ¢ Jadh gl (IS By ¢ Jakall Case
: JUgal N muaua—Y
— No mother should be harmed through her child, and no father

through his child 3.
(addh D e o Yy ¢ Ll Pla e ol 6l 358 o xan )

— Let no scribe be harmed or any witness. For if you do so, indeed, it is

[grave] disobedience in you .

1 Rowad Translation center : Explanation of the Meaning of The Noble Qur'an in the English
Language, Rowad Translation Institution for Telecommunications and Information
Technology, Riyadh, First Edition, 2020, p 31 .

2Rowad Translation center : Explanation of the Meaning of The Noble Qur'an in the English
Language, p 39.

3 Saheeh International : The QUR'AN English J\Jeanings , ABUL-QASIM PUBLISHING HOUSE,
1997, AL- MUNTADA AL- ISLAMI, 2004 , Jeddah , é 34.

4 Saheeh International : The QUR'AN English Meanings , p 43 .
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— No mother shall be treated unfairly on account of her child, nor father

on account of his child !.

— Let neither scribe nor witness suffer any harm, but if you do (such

harm), it would be wickedness in you 2.
(Sl A (sSnd el 13a e Calad 13) (Slg ¢ pin (g e (ilar LN Yy (il ¢ 3 Y)

ey aaeg ¢ aalally callly Vg Y1 e (6315l sy Sime A Aaa il ud Wil
lagia el 585l

(Sl plass) @) (o ulagi o2 deass —
— No mother should be made to suffer because of her child, nor father

because of his child 3.
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— and let no literate man nor any witness be harmed [by their testimony]
if you do so; that would be immoral on your part ! .
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— No mother should be made to suffer using her infant, nor should a
father 2.
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— let no harm come to "or be caused by" either scribe or witness,
should you do this, then this is transgression on your part 3 .
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A mother shall not be harmed for her child, neither a father for his
child *.
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— and let no harm be done to either scribe or witness. If you do, that is

a transgression in you .
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— No mother shall be treated unfairly on account of her child nor father
on account of his child 2.
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— and let neither scribe nor witness suffer harm. If ye do'such harm" it

would be wickedness in you 3.
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— No mother or father should be made to suffer for their child *.
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— Let no harm come to the scribe or witnesses. If you do, then you

have gravely exceeded your limits >.
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— neither should a mother be made to suffer because of her child, nor

a father because of his child !.

— and do not let any harm be done to either the legal clerk or

witnesses. If you do, you will be sinning 2.
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— A mother should not be made to suffer because of her child, nor should
he to whom the child is born (be made to suffer) because of his child
3
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— and let no harm be done to scribe or witness. If ye do (harm to

them) lo! it is a sin in you®.
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— neither the mother made to suffer for the child nor the father for his

offspring)'.
(a3 dal e VY ikl dal e el cilas V1Y)

— (and make sure) that the scribe or the witness is not harmed. If he

is, it would surely be sinful on your part.?
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— neither shall a mother be made to suffer harm on account of her

child, nor a father on account of his child 3.
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— and let no harm be done to the scribe or to the witness; and if you

do (it) then surely it will be a transgression in you*
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— No woman giving birth shall be harmed on account of her child, nor
shall a man to whom a child is born (beharmed) on account of his

child;'.
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— and let not either writer or witness be harmed, and in case you

perform (that), then that is evident immorality in you..
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— No mother shall be treated unfairly on account of her child . Nor

father on account of his child 3.
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— and let neither scribe nor witness suffer harm . If ye do (such harm) ,

it would be wickedness in you *.
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— No mother shall be harmed for her child , nor a father for his child 5,
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— neither scribe nor witness shall be harmed . for if you do so , it shall

be deemed grave ungodliness on your part .
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— A mother shall not be harmed by her children , neither a father by his
child 2.
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— And let not either writer or witness be pressed , and if you do , that

is sinfulness in you 3.
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