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Abstract

The present paper integrates and critically reviews current literature of age effect on second
language phonology, and adds a new data to the discussion as it examines a rare case of an early
immersed second language learner. The main focus of this paper is to examine the effect of age

of immersion on second language phonology, investigating the availability of Foreign Accent in
the speech of a Saudi child who was mistakenly raised by a Turkish family for four years and
five months due to a hospital malpractice. The findings of the study indicate that the case has
crossed the boundary into native-level performance from native speakers’ perspective compared
to that of a native control group. However, his production differs in a statistically significant way
from that of the control group's in the spontaneous speech task. Foreign Accent has been
detected in his controlled production, depicting a possible effect of age of immersion on second
language phonology. The analysis of the phonological attainment of this case is contextualized
through a detailed accounting of the age related influences played out on both public and private
contexts. Such an integrated approach is based on quantitative and qualitative analyses of

relationships between these multiple factors that color the case’s experience of second language

acquisition.
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