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schools and scholars, at the risk of offending worthy workers the field who may be
passe;d over quickly or in silence. My feeling is that the partisan spirit of Jordan -
Orr partly accounts for its continuing appeal to students : I shall too show, if not
partisan spirit, at any rate preference, in that I shall attempt to higlight controversial
and personal views rather than / iron out differences to a flat featureless set of
compromises. I am bound thus to appear unfair to some, even though I should
disclaim any intention of dgnigrating the competence or integrity of any. The
scholarly world is no stranger to bitter controversy, and its linguistic community
often appears to have more than its fair share. Even though disagreement is often
nowdays, especially in America, expressed in immoderate terms, it is, I feel, a sign
of life, and we should view with alarm any signs of a move towards greater
conformity among linguists, especially as a complex reality like language can be
observed from many angles each of which will reveal it in a new and valuable

light".
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